
Notes on Contributors

Dr Charlotte Berry is Head of Archives and Records Engage-
ment at National Records of Scotland (from January 2023). 
She was first taught by Bjarne in 1995, and he supervised her 
PhD in twentieth-century Nordic children’s literature in trans-
lation (2007–13).

Gunilla Blom Thomsen hails from northern Sweden. While 
a student at Uppsala University, she visited Scotland for the 
first time in the late 1960s and felt very much at home. She 
next returned in 1989 as Teaching Fellow in Swedish at the 
University of Edinburgh, where one of her colleagues was 
Bjarne. They married a few years later.

Dr Anna Bohlin is Associate Professor of Nordic Literature 
at the University of Bergen. She has known Bjarne since the 
conference Selma Lagerlöf 2011: Text, Translation, Film, and he 
supported the research project Enchanting Nations: Commodity 
Market, Folklore and Nationalism in Scandinavian Literature 
1830–1850 (funded by RJ 2016–18).

Eric Cain works as a content production specialist in scientific 
research publishing in California. Bjarne supervised his master’s 
by research in 2011–12, which explored narrative structure, nar-
ration techniques, genre, intertextuality, and horror literature and 
film from the Nordic region.
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Dr Dana Caspi is a literary translator from Norwegian, Danish, 
and Swedish into Hebrew. She was first taught by Bjarne in 
1992, and he supervised her PhD in ‘Images of a Promised 
Land in Norwegian and Swedish Emigrant Novels’ from 1996 
to 2000.

Dr Laura Alice Chapot is a Neukom Postdoctoral Fellow at 
Dartmouth College in New Hampshire. She was first taught 
by Bjarne in 2006 and he supervised her PhD in comparative 
literature on the topic of decadence in fin de siècle Swedish 
and German literature from 2012 to 2019.

Prof. Janet Garton is Emeritus Professor of Scandinavian 
Literature at the University of East Anglia. She has known 
Bjarne since he was appointed Danish lecturer in Edinburgh 
in 1987 and has had many happy collaborations with him since 
then as a professional colleague, both at conferences and on 
examination boards.

Dr Ian Giles is a professional translator of the Scandinavian 
languages into English and Treasurer of the Scottish Society 
for Northern Studies. He was first taught by Bjarne in 2010, 
and Bjarne also supervised his PhD from 2013 to 2018 exam-
ining the impact of Scandinavian literature on the UK.

John Gilmour is Honorary Fellow in Scandinavian Studies 
at the University of Edinburgh. He first met Bjarne in 2000 
when he joined Gunilla’s Swedish class as a non-graduating 
student. Ten years later in 2010 as a valued colleague, Bjarne’s 
contribution was indispensable to the success of the conference 
Hitler’s Scandinavian Legacy organised by John and Prof. Jill 
Stephenson.
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Dr Dominic Hinde is Lecturer in Sociology at the University 
of Glasgow. He was first taught by Bjarne in 2006, who then 
supervised his PhD in the interplay between environment and 
media in Sweden from 2011 to 2015.

Dr Arne Kruse was Senior Lecturer in Norwegian at the 
University of Edinburgh upon his retirement in 2021. He 
served as editor of Northern Studies from 1999 until 2006, and 
was President of the Scottish Society for Northern Studies 
from 2012 to 2015. He and Bjarne were colleagues from 1989 
until 2021 and remain firm friends.

Julie Larsen is Lecturer in Danish at the University of 
Edinburgh. She first met Bjarne in 2015 and they were col-
leagues for six years.

Dr Steinvör Pálsson is a freelance dance teacher and chore-
ographer. She danced professionally for thirteen years before 
gaining an MA in English Language and Scandinavian 
Studies, where she met Bjarne. He supervised her PhD titled 
‘Linguistic Strategies in the Representation of Sexual Violence: 
Norwegian Narrative Perspectives’ from 1999 to 2006.

Dr Guy Puzey is Senior Lecturer in Scandinavian Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh, where he is also Head of the Department 
of European Languages and Cultures. He was first taught by 
Bjarne while an undergraduate student from 2002 to 2006, and 
they have been colleagues in various capacities ever since.

Helen Robinson is a retired GP and school doctor and current 
trustee of the Scottish Society for Northern Studies. She has 
known Bjarne since 1987. He supervised her undergraduate 
dissertation on Anders Zorn in 2013.
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Dr Lisbeth Stenberg is Docent in Comparative Literature at 
the University of Gothenburg. She has known Bjarne since 
2010 and they co-edited a volume on Selma Lagerlöf alongside 
the late Prof. Helena Forsås-Scott.

Dr Ruairidh Tarvet is Early Career Research and Teaching 
Fellow in Scandinavian Studies at the University of Edinburgh. 
He was first taught by Bjarne in 2010, who supervised his PhD 
in language and identity in the Danish-German border region 
from 2014 to 2018.

Dr Barbara Tesio-Ryan is Information Services Supervisor 
at the University of Edinburgh, where she has also previously 
held roles as Teaching Fellow in Comparative Literature and 
Tutor in Danish. She was supervised by Bjarne for her MSc 
dissertation in 2012 and for her PhD from 2013 to 2019.

Prof. C. Claire Thomson is Professor of Cinema History and 
Director of the School of European Languages, Culture and 
Society at UCL. She was first taught Danish language and 
literature by Bjarne in 1992, and he supervised her PhD on 
national identity and the contemporary Danish novel, awarded 
2003.

Jakob Thorup Thomsen is a journalist with the Danish daily 
newspaper Viborg Stifts Folkeblad. He is Bjarne’s brother.

Dr Anja Tröger is Teaching Fellow in Norwegian at the 
University of Edinburgh. She was first taught by Bjarne in 
2012 in her second year as an undergraduate, and he supervised 
her PhD examining migration in Scandinavian and German 
transnational narratives from 2016 to 2019.
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Dr Fiona Twycross has served as London Deputy Mayor 
for Fire and Resilience since 2018, and was a member of  
the London Assembly 2012–20. In October 2022, it was 
announced that Fiona had been nominated for a life peer-
age by the Leader of the Labour Party, the Rt Hon Sir Keir 
Starmer MP. She was introduced in to the House of Lords  
in November 2022 She was first taught by Bjarne in 1988,  
and he supervised her PhD, ‘Ragnarok: the Use of Norse 
Mythology in Contemporary Scandinavian Literature’, from 
1992 to 1997.

Prof. Henk van der Liet is Professor of Scandinavian Languages 
and Literatures at the University of Amsterdam. Henk is one 
of the three editors of the European Journal of Scandinavian 
Studies and has served on the Northern Studies advisory board 
for many years. Henk has known Bjarne for at least two dec-
ades, initially through the Danish Lecturer Scheme. Henk is 
also the publisher of the book series Amsterdam Contributions 
to Scandinavian Studies, where Bjarne’s Lagerlöfs litterære 
landvinding appeared in 2007.

Prof. Anders Öhman is Professor Emeritus in Literary Studies 
at Umeå University. He first met Bjarne in the spring of 2002 
when he attended the conference Centring on the Peripheries 
organised at Edinburgh University by Bjarne.
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